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June 2§, 1943

The Honorable,

The Becretary of the Interior.
My dear ¥, Heoretary:

I have your letter of June 25, 1943, as follows:

%4 few weaks sgo I went privetely to New York in an effort o be
helpful in bringing the operators end mine workers together on en
agresumat, I had to go %o & hotel there that was new %o me and I had
%o hold privete conferenmces in the hotel with representatives of the
aperators. Recessarily this meant that I hed to have & suite. Also,
necesgarily, this cost me more than §8 a day.

"0f caurse I have bagome acoustomsd to digging deep into my own
pouket to the difference Letwesn the govermuent’s travel allowanoce
asd my actual coste whan I am away on officlal business, bdut the case
that 1 have oited sesns to be an unususl one, in thei, in effect, I
nessssarily had to pay for what smounted to office space for the short

-~ time that I was in York."

Reinhursenent of traveling expenses to civilian offleers and employees
of the Government while traveling on official business is controlled by
statute and the Btandardized Government Travel Regulstions promulgated by
the President, In fixing the amount that may be reimbursed nelther the
Gongross nor the Preasident has deemed it nenessary or advisadble to make
ay distinetion between officers and employces based upon their rank or
upon the importence of the dutles to be performed, Subsistence, that ia,
*lodging, meals, and other necessary expenses incidental to the personal
sustenance or comfort of the traveler™ (quoting from ssotion £ of the act
of June 8, 1928, 44 Btat, 688, defining the term, "Bubsistence”)} iz fixed

by law on & oonmulation basis at not to exceed the rate of $6 per diem for
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sravel within the limits of the omtinental United States. in thet
gonnection, ses seotion 3 of the Subsistence Expense Aot of 1926, as
smended by the act of January 30, 1648, 56 Btet, 39, providinge
| *giviiian offisers and employees of the departments and establishe
ments, vhile traveling on offiolal business and away from their designated
postes of duty, shall be allowed, in lieu of thelr motusl expenses for
subsistense and all feer or tips to portere and stowards, a per diem
allowence to be presoribed by ths heads of the departments and establigh-
ment# vonverned at a rate not to exceed #8 within the limlts of the
sonbinental United States, and not to exceed an average of §7 beyond the
1inits of the continental United States.” -
_iﬁg, aleo, paragraphs 44-51 of the Stondardized Tovernment Travel Repula«
iona,

Tou will understand, of courss, thad there 1s ne authority in this
'-affiuo to make any sxceptions for any reason in the oconsideration of
olnine for ltems of subsistenoo that properly are chargeable against the

qemmutation allowence of §8 per diem provided by law and regulations for
wnihsistence,

With respeot to the use of hotel space for oonflerenge purposes your
atbention is invited to paragrash 78 of tie Standardised fovernnent Travel

Regulations, providings

®Hire of room for official use.-.When necesssry to engage a room at

& hotel or other plage in apder o transsct offiolal business, a separsie
gharge thersfor will be allowed when authorized or approved by the
adninistrative officisl. (Bee par. 80 (1).)° |

Peragraph 80 {1) of the regulations olted inthe sbove~gquoted regulations
raqgiran s receipt {when practicable to obtain) for "Rental of rocus for

afficial business,”
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The amount paid for the hiresf a room for officlal use under
guthority of the quoted regulation is not required te be charged
ageinst the traveler's subslstence aliowsnos of 36 per diem, but is
en additional item of expenee that may be rejmbursed the traveler.

Bange, 1f the axpexss of the trip %o which you refer otherwise
is » proper charge against sppropristed funde, you are entitled to
olaim reishursement for the cost of necessary space used for confersnce
purposes upon the bazis of your owm ceriificate, in gﬁéitlon to your

olsim for par dlem in llou of subsistence at the rate of #5, It would
sppeor squitabls and propar that ths claim far hirt of office spsce be
the ohnrge'mda for the sulte you cecupled, less puch amowmt as would
have been charged you for & single yoom at the same hotel for lodging
purposes,

I trust the foregoing will be found helpful in the presasbatlon of
youp expensa scosunt for the trip.

Respeotfully,
/u/ Lindsay C, ¥arren

$roller Ceneral
of the United States.
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